
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Superintendent/Principal’s Corner… Erin Stuart 
 

School opened this year on a wave of positive feedback and energy.  All of the staff is enjoying 
the additional opportunities for collaboration that have resulted from moving rooms.   For 
instance, virtually all of the world language classes are housed on the second floor of the 
West Wing and the hall on the east side of the auditorium is now home to all of the 7th and 
8th grade Core teachers as well as two computer labs.  The 6th grade core teachers are side 
by side in the portables adjacent to the Board Room and most of the math faculty may be 
found in the East wing.  Twenty classrooms were moved this summer and several of our ad-
ministrative and clerical staff have changed offices since school began.   Using funds we had 
saved from the state fiscal stabilization grant, we were able to install a brand new computer 
lab in Room 122.  Thanks to Mr. Fowers’ carpentry skills, 15 pianos were added to the com-
puter lab in Room 129, making it possible for Rota students to learn to read music and for 
advanced students to compose original music. 

It’s always exciting to add new staff and this year is no exception. Lura Wilhelm (Art) comes 
to us from teaching in San Jose and has already filled the halls and display cases with student 
art.  Under her direction the Art Club will do various art installations in the atriums, including 
murals and mosaics.  Mike Dean (Prep Latin, Computer Applications, Latin I) is a local resident 
with the educational background necessary for his varied assignment.  Even though he’s in 
three different departments, Mr. Dean is able to use his English and Latin credentials as well 
as previous employment in computers/electronics to teach a variety of courses. Steve Schus-
ter (P.E.) attended Foothill High School but gained most of his teaching experience in South-
ern California. Mr. Schuster teaches Physical Education and will be coaching girls and boys 
basketball this fall and winter.  Jude Morris (Latin) spent several years teaching both Latin and 
English at the college level in the Bay Area.  Using his rich background in Classics, Mr. Morris 
emphasizes the history and discipline of Latin in his classes. 

On the second page of this newsletter is a summary of the information I presented to the 
SUHSD Board at their August Board meeting.  Since its inception the staff of U-Prep has en-
joyed a positive and supportive relationship with the leadership and Board of the Shasta Un-
ion H.S. District. U-Prep presents an annual report to the district’s Board of Trustees.  As the 
authorizer of our charter school, SUHSD has oversight responsibilities in the areas of finance 
and student achievement.  All of our budget reports are presented to both the school and the 
district’s boards for approval.  Charter schools must also maintain state testing scores that are 
equal to those of the authorizing district.  Right after Back-to-School Night we found out that 
the diligent students at U-Prep had raised their API score by 6 points to 896 for 2010-11. A 
graph representing our API scores since 2005 is on our homepage; if you click on it, it will take 
you to our information on the CA. Department of Education website. Continuing to improve 
the API score is a difficult task once a school has achieved this high of a score.  Nevertheless, 
our students continue to be committed to excellence and our teachers continue to seek new 
and better methods and curriculum.  A primary focus of the staff is to improve student study 
habits and many teachers are using the Organized Binder to assist students in developing  the 
organizational and study  skills needed to do well in college and in life.   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Early Release Days 

October 17th 
November 7th 
December 5th 

 
School Holidays/Breaks 

November 11th  
November 21st—25th 

December 22nd—
January 9th  

 
Special Bell Schedules 

Rally Schedule 
October 14th 

 
Final Exam Schedule 
December 19th—21st 

 
Panther Afternoons 

November 4th 
December 2nd 

 
Performances 
Annie Musical 

November 11th & 12th 
November 18th & 19 

 
Winter Arts Drama 

December 13th 
 

Winter Music Concert 
December 14th 

 
Winter Strings Concert 

December 15th 
 

Trips 
College Trip 

October 20th and 21st 
Freshmen Trip 

October 26th—28th 
 

Events 
College Options  

Scholarship Night 
October 27th 4:00 pm 

 
College Financial Aid 

Night 
November 9th 6:00 pm 
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Academics/Accreditation  

 2010 API: 890; (2011 API 896) 

 2010-11 CAHSEE (sophomores) Pass Rate: 99% ELA; 99% Mathematics 

 2010-11 70% Passing Rate on AP exams 

 2011 Newsweek’s “ America’s [500] Best High Schools” (Rank: 163) criteria 

 Students accepted to top colleges/received significant school-based scholarships 

 Regional Rotary Speech contest winner 

 AP Physics C and Calculus BC (added hybrid classes) 

 Successful 3-year review by WASC Visiting Committee (March 2011) 

 
Budget  

 6% Reserve; exception-free audit; fundraising (Educational Foundation) 

 Program and material cuts to offset revenue reduction 

 
Fine Arts  

 Just Dance! performance 

 Willy Wonka (fall musical) and Blithe Spirit (spring play) 

 Dance workshop field trip; music competitions and trips 

 
New Extra-Curricular Opportunities 

 Flag Football 

 Ski-Snowboard Club 

 Science Ambassadors program (7th and 8th) 

 
Community Involvement 

 Partnerships with Shasta College, SCOE, McConnell, CH2MHill, Simpson University, local service clubs, YMCA 

 Rotaries: Camp Royal, Interact, college scholarships, Ducky Derby, Honor to Youth, Freshman of the Year 

 Educational Foundation Auction raised $27,000 

 College trips underwritten by U-Prep Educational Foundation ($3000 annually) 

 McConnell Grant to Music Department 10 new drums 

 S.M.A.R.T. (Science grant partnership with SCOE) 

 
Enrollment 

Currently have waiting lists for grades 6-10 for 2011-12 

 
New Faculty 

4 Certificated FTE Hired for 2011-12: Art, Latin, Physical Education,  and Prep Latin/Latin/Computer Applications 

 
New Communication Tools  

 Alumni Social Network 

Constant Contact email system 

 
Coming in 2011-2012… 

 AP Biology 

 Jr. Panthers (Pop Warner football) 

 Tennis teams in NAL 
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WHAT’S NEW at the “U”  

 

Marquee/Reader Board 

The Marquee Committee is pleased to announce that they have received nearly $6000 in individual 

and graduating class contributions.  This will allow the volunteers to begin construction of the mar-

quee soon.  The committee is looking for additional donations and support to fund the reader board. 

Please contact Penny Fowers at fowersp@gmail.com  for additional information, and remember any 

contribution to the Marquee Project counts toward fulfillment of family participation hours. 

Communication  

In July we mailed home a newsletter that addressed several important topics including  our inclusive 
philosophy of education. Over the next few months we will re-visit our mission and vision state-
ments, asking for your input on these important representations of the U-Prep community. Look for 
an opportunity to respond to an online survey. U-Prep is also utilizing social media to provide more 
ways to communicate; our Uprep Alumni page connects current seniors with former students and 
provides a forum for feedback to the school. The Panther Cubs Club is for parents and students who 

want to know more about our junior high program; it features upcoming events and links to junior 
high faculty/curriculum. Constant Contact (available on our home page) continues to be a great 

way for families to stay current on schedules, events, and announcements. 

Pennant Hall 

We are dedicating the hall that is to the east of the auditorium to an ongoing display of college pen-
nants.  We plan to begin by displaying the faculty’s college pennants and follow with the pennants of 

colleges of U-Prep graduates.  In the not-too-distant future, that hall should be lined with pennants. 

Fall Musical  

The talented singers, actors and dancers of U-Prep will bring Annie to the stage beginning November 
11th.  The musical will run two weekends with evening performances on Friday and Saturday night 

and matinees on Saturday. 

Leapin’ lizards!  
 
The timeless tale of Little Orphan Annie is back on at University Preparatory School.  U Prep is 

giving a whole new generation of children and their families the chance to experience one of the 

world's best-loved musicals about never giving up hope. Boasting one of Broadway’s most 

memorable scores, including “It’s the Hard-Knock Life,” “Easy Street,” “N.Y.C.” and the ever-

optimistic “Tomorrow,” Annie is a delightful theatrical experience for the entire family. Playing 

at the David Marr Auditorium on 2200 Eureka Way.  Opening Show is November 11 at 

7pm.  Other show dates are November 12 at 2pm & 7pm; November 18 at 7pm; November 19 

at 2pm & 7pm.  Admission is $7 students, $10 general.  Call 245-2790 for more ticket informa-

tion. 



Counseling Corner~ 
 

The PSAT will be administered at U-Prep on October 12th, 1-4 period on the Board Room.  The PSAT 

is the best preparation for the SAT, which is a college entrance exam that assesses academic readiness 

when applying to a 4 year college.  Juniors and sophomores planning to attend a 4-year university 

should take the PSAT!  Fee waivers are available for juniors. If you have questions, please contact 

Mrs. Gatlin at 245-2713.   

 

The PLAN will be administered at U-Prep on November 30th, 1-4 period in the Board Room.  The 

PLAN is the pre-test for the ACT, one of the two assessments acceptable for college Admissions.  The 

PLAN is a 10th grade geared test, but 11th grade students may also register for the PLAN.  The PLAN 

tests English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science, and also includes an Interest Inventory to help stu-

dents identify career options based on their interests. The PLAN enables us to compare each student’s 

scores with national benchmarks (a College Readiness Indicator) and predicts the student’s ACT 

score range.  Students may register for the PLAN in U-Prep’s front office.  The cost of the PLAN is 

$13. If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Gatlin at 245-2713.   

 

Attention Senior Parents:  We will host a Scholarship Information Session for senior Parents on Octo-

ber 27th from 4-5 PM in Room 210 (upstairs). Buffy Tanner, from College OPTIONS, will be our guest 

presenter.  Buffy is an expert in scholarship resources and will provide a realistic picture on how stu-

dents earn scholarships and where to find scholarship information.  Please take advantage of this op-

portunity.  Junior Parents are welcome. 

 

Attention Senior & Junior Parents: U-Prep’s Financial Aid Night is November 9th from 6-8 PM in the 

MARR Auditorium.  Dennis Diestler, from College OPTIONS, will be our guest presenter.  Dennis is 

an expert in the field of financial aid and college planning. Junior parents, please join us for this im-

portant evening to learn more about the senior year and financial aid.  Senior parents, please do not 

miss this event.   

2011 DUCKY DERBY 
Congratulations to overall Ducky Derby top sellers!  Rowan Cham-

berlain (44 ducks), Randall Wilburn (35 ducks), Nicholette Wood-

ward (35 ducks), Bill Wallace (34 ducks), Nathan Lervold (33 ducks), 

Andrew Meline (30 ducks), Anagha Chandramouli (23 ducks), & Ri-

ley Farrell (23 ducks) will be riding in a limousine to Angelo’s pizza 

for their reward lunch on next Friday, October 21.  Mr. Rickey, this 

year’s top-selling advisor, will be their chaperone.  Mr. Rickey’s Advi-

sory and Mr. Cabral’s Advisory were the top winners for week 5 and 

have earned an ice-cream party this Thursday, October 13.  All stu-

dents who sold 5 Ducky Derby tickets will be entered in a drawing for 

a $25 dollar Red Robin gift card—one for the high school and one for 

junior high.  We earned $9,245 this year.  Way to go, Panthers! 

4th ANNUAL 

U-PREP AUCTION 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 

March 24th   
The Gaia Hotel  

In Anderson 

 
 

October 31st for November 4th 
November 14th for November 18th 
November 30th for December 6th 

December 14th for December 20th 



Stop by Barnes and Noble Friday,     

November 4 through Sunday,    

November 6 to help support U 

Prep! Buy anything and a portion 

of the proceeds will go toward 

building classroom libraries. Also, 

order online or for your Nook as 

well. For Bookfair ID number, 

check out the U Prep website or 

Ms. Gulden’s website. Saturday, 

there will be a live performance 

from the upcoming fall musical,   

          “Annie”                 

Thank you for your 

support!  

The Senior Rummage Sale will be held Novem-

ber 11th (Veterans Day) and 12th from  7:30 AM 

to 3:00 PM.  Seniors will be accepting items on 

the November 8th through 10th in the Hoosier 

Gym before school, starting at 7: 00 AM and 

after school until 5:00 PM (after school is pre-

ferred).  If you need to make special arrange-

ments for a drop off, please contact Senior Ad-

visor, John Cabral, at   

jcabral@suhsd.net  

Senior Grad Ads and Informal Portraits 
 

In addition to the senior formal portraits, seniors may also submit an informal portrait to 

the yearbook. This photo may be taken by the photographer of your choice. In addition, 

the Panthera Staff is willing to schedule a time to shoot informal portraits on campus for 

free. Photos may be emailed to Mr. Bird at sbird@suhsd.net or brought in on a disk or flash 

drive; they must be at least 300dpi resolution to be used for printing. Informal portraits 

must be submitted no later than January 31st to be included in the yearbook. 

 

Senior Grad Ads are a great way to honor your senior with his/her own personalized place 

in the book. The Panthera Yearbook is all set to create individualized advertisements for 

your senior. These advertisements feature 4-5 photographs of your senior (baby/child 

photos encouraged as well) as well as message of congratulations. Ad forms are available 

in the main office as well as uprep.net (under the ‘yearbook’ tab). All grad ad forms (with 

photos) must be submitted by January 31st to be included in the yearbook. For more infor-

mation contact Mr. Bird at sbird@suhsd.net. 

Constant Contact 
Don’t forget to sign-up for Constant Contact on 
our website at uprep.net.  Have e-mail updates 
sent to your inbox about upcoming events and 

activities at U-Prep. 

U-Prep Orchestra students  will be 

traveling to Santa Clara for a per-

formance festival and  fun at Great 

America on May 4th and 5th.  Junior high 

and high school musical ensembles will 

play for judges and then receive con-

structive feedback. Our students will 

have an opportunity to be serious 

and focused about their music and 

mailto:jcabral@suhsd.net
mailto:sbird@suhsd.net
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UPREP VOLLEYBALL: 

Varsity Roster: Alayna Padilla, Alexis Seda, Frances Griffey, Kate Lowden, Kelci Gould, Kim Vincelli, Lauren Laya, Lorrie 

Yee, Morgan Wendlandt, Paige Hurner, Whitney Pickering 

JV Roster: Allie Golden, Ally Campbell, Amanda Britt, Emily Reynolds, Gabby Avantino, Gaby Cervantes, Marissa Mantei, 

Sarah Brooks, Taylor Hosler, Victoria Failor 

Frosh Roster: Cassie Stewart, Claire Christensen, Emma Lewin, Erin Caldwell, Grace Hanson, Hannah Welch, Mika 

Dunne, Mikaela Bredemann, Sam Matagulay 

8th Roster: Abbey Cruzan, Abby Keller, Bailey Gurell, Brea Carter, Grace VanKirk, Kylie Orner, Mac Gould, Maddie Blu-

menstein, Rowan Chamberlain, Ruth Bailey, Shayla Anderson, Skyler Clements 

7th Roster: Angelique Passidakis, Brenna Nunes, Cameron Harrington, Catalina Goodson, Isabella Elizarraras, Kaitlyn 

Crume, Madeline Bankson, Madeline Overton, Madison Toney, Meghan Bergwall, Riely Miyasato, Sydney Montgomery 

6th Roster: Cassidy Harguth, Connor Doran, Faith Mamann, Holly Nicholson, Julia Head, Kaitlyn Giordano, Maddie Miller, 

Mary Ludlow, Mikiya Reuther, Miranda Armstrong, Sierra Tompkins

This year the Junior High Cross Country team 
has 32 runners.  We have a wonderful, energetic 

group of runners who work hard, stay positive, and 
really seem to enjoy running. Our season consists of 
four league meets in various locations from Cotton-

wood to Shasta Lake with our finals being on Octo-
ber 6th.  We hosted the first meet of the season at 
the Sundial Bridge and there were over 350 runners 

from throughout the county participating.   It was a 
great and positive event for all.  

On Wednesday, October 19th, the junior high cross 
country team will be participating in our annual 
Three Bridges Family and Friends Relay.  All U-Prep 

families are encouraged to attend.  Please email Mrs. 
Gaddy at jgaddy@suhsd.net if you would like more 
information about this event.    

High School Cross Country 
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Every 12-ounce bag of coffee has a custom label with our school colors and a graphic. At 

just $12 each, this is a great item for every family with coffee drinkers, and it also makes a 

perfect gift! Coffee is the most widely consumed beverage (after water) in the United 
States. For each bag sold, we will earn $4 which will be used for visiting college campuses. 

 

Other Beverage Choices 

 
Hot Chocolate  

 
 A rich and creamy blend of European-style cocoas, perfect on its own or mixed  

 with coffee for a tasty mocha. 
 

Vanilla Spice Chai  
A blend of black tea, honey, vanilla and aromatic spices. Serve it hot or blended with ice.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   

 

  

 

  

  

 

http://www.humboldtcoffee.com

